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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD
August 30, 2026 - Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

7 Those who are able, please stand.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Altar flowers are from Lezlynne Moore in celebration of the 140th
Anniversary of Diamond Crystal Salt Company this year and acknowledging
the contribution to the St Clair community and beyond.

CHIMES Now Thank We All Our God Martin Rinkart
+ GATHERING SONG Our God Reigns Leonard Smith
WELCOME

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Saint Clair, United Church of
Christ where, People: no matter who you are or where you are on life’s
journey you’re welcome and loved here.

+ OPENING PRAYER Jovanna D.
Leader: Let us worship the eternal God,

People: the source of love and life, who creates us.

Leader: Let us worship Jesus Christ,

People: the risen one, who lives among us.

Leader: Let us worship the Spirit,

People: the holy fire, who renews us.

Leader: To the one true God be praise

People: in all times and places, through the grace of Jesus Christ.
From: Touch Holiness Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi, eds.

+ HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise NC' I Verses 1,2,3

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Jovanna D.
Leader: Help us oh God to ignore the distractions of our minds. May your
Spirit nudge us to lay our worries down as we hear your word. For true
worship of you, is a heart full of adoration desiring to bask in your presence.
May the hearing of your word, help us to desire such adoration for you in our
lives. Amen.



READING Psalm 145:1-13 Jovanna D.

MUSICAL MEDITATION
Beautiful Jesus - Silesian Folk Melody

SECOND READING Mark 14:1-9 Pastor Julia DiFiore

SERMON
Questions Jesus Asked: A Question About Worship
Pastor Julia DiFiore

SERMON REFLECTION
Abide With Me - William Monk

INVITATION TO PRAY FOR JOYS, CONCERNS,
& GRATITUDE FOR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

tHYMN What A Friend We Have In Jesus NC 506 Verses 1,2,3

tBENEDICTION

Go Forth with our Holy Triune God who is within you. May your hearts long
for the presence of God in all moments of your lives. May your minds seek
the wonder and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. May your entire being hunger to
reflect the presence of the Love of Jesus. I ask this in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

+POSTLUDE Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You NC 4 Verses 1,2
Beethoven

ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Announcements are in the back of this bulletin.)
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS...
Carol C, Pastor Julia DiFiore, her sister in law Aimee, and family. Also,
remember to pray for all who are serving in the military, first responders,
medical personnel, and our elected officials.

8/30/26 — WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
SUNDAY STEWARD: Kathy C.
SOUND AND LIVESTREAM: Kathy C.
MUSIC: Denise G.

USHERS: Jacie S. & Nikki P.
POWER POINT: Jody S.

LAY READER: Jovanna D.
COFFEE HOUR: Krysta R.

9/6/26 — WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
SUNDAY STEWARD: Michael B.
COMMUNION: Deana C.
SOUND AND LIVESTREAM: Jovanna D.
MUSIC: Denise G.

USHERS: Don & Pat O.
POWER POINT: Kathy C.

LAY READER: Michael B.

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
INCLUSIVE CHURCH COVENANT
The members of the First Congregational Church of St. Clair, United Church
of Christ, declare that we are a fully inclusive, Open and Affirming

Congregation. We affirm the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and believe
that all people are children of God. As such, we welcome to the community

of faith all people of diverse race, physical and mental abilities, ethnicity,
gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, and socio-economic status.

We covenant to provide to all a safe, loving, nurturing and compassionate

community.



~CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS~

CURIOUS ABOUT CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?

Please let Pastor Julia know (pastorjuliad@gmail.com) and she will set up a
time to chat. Your questions about the United Church of Christ and this
church specifically will be answered.

CHOIR
Choir practice will resume Thursday, September 10%, from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. All are welcome to come and sing to the glory of God.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday school will resume, Sunday, September 20th.

HEALTH CARE MINISTRIES
The Healthcare Ministry Team will resume blood pressure checks during
coffee hour following worship on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.

ECUMENICAL FOOD PANTRY - SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS
There 1s a sign-up sheet for Ecumenical Food Pantry volunteers for
September on the back table in the sanctuary, please be sure to sign up.

LITTLE RED FOOD PANTRY

GOD’S GRAB & GO CUPBOARD
The Little Red Food Pantry and God’s Grab and Go Cupboard are
Community Outreach Programs sponsored by the Mission Team. The Little
Red Pantry is stocked twice weekly with nonperishable food items and is
always available to the community. God’s Grab & Go Cupboard is available
by appointment only, allowing community members to meet with a Mission
Team volunteer during regular office hours to receive needed items.
Donations for the ministries may be dropped off during regular office hours
or before Sunday Morning Worship Service. Little Red Pantry is available
anytime located below the green awning. God’s Grab & Go Cupboard is
available by appointment only contact the church office or email at
G3Cupboard@gmail.com.
For questions, please contact the church office (810) 329-4142.
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THE LITTLE RED PANTRY
PANTRY NEEDS
Tuna Fish in water
**Dry Cereal - Adults & Kids**
**much needed**
Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Chicken
Peanut Butter
Spam - Singles
Jam/Jelly
Canned Fruit
Carton Milk,
Whole Milk, 2% Milk - from Dollar Tree - (not refrigerated - on shelf)

THE CARE BEAR PROJECT

You will notice small teddy bears throughout the sanctuary. Each bear is a
reminder of Christ’s love, offering comfort and encouragement. If you are
new here, please take one as our gift to you. Regular attendees are also
invited to take a bear to share with someone in need of love, hope, or
comfort. Every bear is meant to go where love is needed most!

COFFEE HOUR
There are several Sundays available to host coffee hour. Please be sure to
check out the sign-up sheet on the back table of the sanctuary.

TITHE AND OFFERING COLLECTION BOXES

The tithe & offering collection boxes are located at the back of sanctuary
behind the row of pews on either side when entering through the entrance of
the church sanctuary. Thank you for your weekly offering!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
A Congregational meeting to review the budget will be held immediately
following worship on Sunday, September 13,

LEADERSHIP MEETING
A Leadership meeting will be held immediately following the congregational
meeting on Sunday, September 13,



LEADERSHIP MEMBER AT LARGE

The Leadership Team has announced that they are looking for a Member At
Large to join the Leadership Team. If you’re interested please contact Jody S.
or Shannon P.

CONGREGATIONAL LISTENING SESSION

Wednesday, September 30 | 6:30 p.m. | At the Church

The Leadership Committee invites all members and attendees to join us for a
Congregational Listening Session facilitated by Rev. Lawrence Richardson,
Associate Conference Minister of Church Vitality and Transitions, and Rev.
Cheryl Burke of the Michigan Conference UCC.

This gathering is an opportunity for us to listen to one another and share our
experiences of church life—what is going well, where we are experiencing
challenges, and what we hope for as we look toward the future. We seek to
create a respectful space where people can speak honestly, listen thoughtfully,
and help our leadership better understand the needs of our congregation.
Every voice matters, and we hope you will join us as we listen, learn, and
continue building a healthy and connected church community.

If you are unable to attend this session, or wish to provide feedback
anonymously, a survey link will be shared in the coming weeks.

WEEKLY EVENTS
Bible Study — Wednesday, 6 p.m. — Friendship Hall
Pasta & Proverbs — 2nd Thursday of the Month — 6:30 p.m.

Mannina’s Italian Restaurant
Coftee with the Pastor — Friday — 10 a.m. — T.A.P. Café



