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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

August 24, 2025 

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

 

† Those who are able, please stand. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Altar flowers are provided by Lezlynne Moore acknowledging and 

honoring Diamond Crystal Salt Company and the influence, impact and 

improvements it has made to the St. Clair community.    

         

CHIMES                                  Spirit Of God, Descend Upon My Heart      

 

† GATHERING SONG          Holy Is The Lord               Chris Tomlin                               

                         

WELCOME 

Pastor: Welcome to First Congregational Church of Saint Clair, United 

Church of Christ where, People: no matter who you are or where you 

are on life’s journey you’re welcome and loved here. 

 

† OPENING PRAYER                                                Jody Skonieczny 

Leader: Create in us a pure heart, O God.  

People: And renew a steadfast spirit within us.  

Do not cast us away or take your Holy Spirit from us, but restore to 

us the joy of our salvation. Amen.    

 

† HYMN           Dear God, Embracing Humankind 

                                NC502, Verses 1,2,3 

                                     

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION & ASSURANCE OF GRACE 

Pastor: Each day a new headline reads of oppression, of marginalization, 

racism, hatred, bigotry, misogyny, every type of actions and expressions 

by the author of evil. Yet we must not falter in our footsteps of Light and 

Love. So we call out to our God who is greater than any darkness. Our 

God who is the author of Light and Love. Let us turn our hearts and 

pray…  

People: Creator of Love, our love is being challenged like never 

before. There are days that we fail in offering what you have created  



 

in us. We battle the darkness around us with darkness and sink into 

the temptation to hate back, judge back, retaliate with what we see 

instead of choosing light.  Help us to rise high like the eagle and soar 

above the darkness with your Love and Light. Help us to make you 

famous Jesus, not by our words but by our actions and heart. Help 

us to go deeper in you so that we are not moved by every wind but 

stand firm in your truth and identity within us. Amen.   

 

EXPRESSION of PEACE 

Pastor: Now let us show this love and light, as we extend an expression 

of Christ's peace to one another. 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Leader: God our Holy parent, you gave us your word that we may learn 

to be more like you. Help us hear your Word this day and may it pull us 

deeper into you.  

People: Open our hearts and minds to your Word. Help us to hear 

what you desire us to hear and respond to it with our lives. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                Matthew 6:1-6             Jody Skonieczny 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION                        Seek Ye First 

 

SECOND READING         Matthew 6:16-21        Pastor Julia DiFiore 

             

SERMON 

Deep Calls To Deep:  

Saved From Shallow Religion 

Pastor Julia DiFiore 

 

 BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS     

                   

† HYMN                                             Lord, I Want To Be A Christian 

                                    NC454 Verses 1,2,3,4 

 

JOYS, CONCERNS, AND INVITATION TO PRAY 

Offer your prayers in whatever way makes you comfortable. 

 

 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

†HYMN                       Glorious Things Of Thee Are Spoken      

                                                   NC307 Verses1,2,3 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Announcements are in the back of this bulletin.) 

 

†BENEDICTION  

Pastor: With the help of God what will you do? 

People: With God’s help, we will go forth into the world in peace 

and be of good cheer, holding fast to that which is good, rendering to 

no person evil for evil. Strengthening the fainthearted, supporting 

the weak and helping the afflicted. Honoring God, rejoicing in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

Pastor: I pray you be blessed in steps that take you deeper with God that 

you may live out what you have proclaimed this day, in the name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 †POSTLUDE                   Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation              

 

                                      
                                         One License #A720797 

 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS… 

Kyle O’Connor, Aimee H,  

Baby Paul, Jackie K, Joe M, David M,  

Carol C, Susan C, Bryce D, Eric F, Matthew P, Ann W.  

Also, remember to pray for all who are serving in the military, first 

responders, medical personnel, and our elected officials. 

 

 

 



 

 

8/24/25 – WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

SUNDAY STEWARD: Kathy Cilluffo 

SOUND AND LIVESTREAM: Jovanna DiFiore, Jacie Sanders 

MUSIC: Denise Gregg 

USHERS: Dave Scheel, Deana Currie 

POWER POINT: Jovanna DiFiore 

READER: Jody Skonieczny 

 

8/31/25 – WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

SUNDAY STEWARD: Don O’Connor 

SOUND AND LIVESTREAM: Jovanna DiFiore 

MUSIC: Denise Gregg 

USHERS: Jacie Sanders, Nikki Perry 

POWER POINT: Kathy Cilluffo 

READER: Alesha Fay 

 

READER: 9/7/25 – Kathy Cilluffo 

 

OPEN AND AFFIRMING INCLUSIVE CHURCH COVENANT 

The members of the First Congregational Church of St. Clair, United 

Church of Christ, declare that we are a fully inclusive, Open and 

Affirming Congregation.  We affirm the life and teachings of Jesus 

Christ and believe that all people are children of God.  As such, we 

welcome to the community of faith all people of diverse race, physical 

and mental abilities, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital 

status, and socio-economic status.  We covenant to provide to all a safe, 

loving, nurturing and compassionate community. 

  

~CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS~ 

  

CURIOUS ABOUT CHURCH MEMBERSHIP? 

Please let Pastor Julia know (pastorjuliad@gmail.com) and she will set 

up a time to chat. Your questions about the United Church of Christ and 

this church specifically will be answered. 

 

 

 

 



 

BIBLE STUDY  

Join us for a unique Bible study experience with The Chosen! Each 

week, we’ll watch an episode from the series, followed by scripture and 

group discussion. 

 

This is more than a show, it’s a journey of faith, reflection, and 

community. Whether you're part of our church, another congregation, or 

just curious, you're welcome here. 

 

Bring your heart, your questions, and your hopes. Let’s grow together as 

we explore the life of Christ in a deeper, more personal way. 

 

6:00- PJ's Popcorn & Fellowship (Feel free to bring a snack to share!) 

6:30- Episode Begins 

7:30- Bible Study and Discussion  

 

CHOIR 

Just a reminder: Choir begins again Thursday, September 4th from 7:30 

p.m. to 8:30 p.m. All are welcome to come and sing to the glory of God.  

  

TAIZ’E 

Taiz’e will return in October. 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School will be held on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sunday of the 

month.  First day of Sunday school will be Sept. 14th. 

 

MISSIONS 

A sign-up sheet for the Ecumenical Food Pantry Volunteers for 

September will be on the card table in the gathering area off the 

sanctuary. 

 

The Mission Team at First Congregational Church UCC of St. Clair is 

thrilled to bring back "Deserving Treats For Our Essential Workers"! 

 

Throughout June, July, and August, we’ll be delivering special treats and 

heartfelt thanks to essential workers across St. Clair County. 

 

 



 

Want to help spread the love and gratitude? A sign-up sheet is available 

just off the sanctuary, or feel free to reach out to Pat O'Connor to get 

involved. 

 

Let’s show our appreciation for those who give so much to our 

community! 

 

HEALTH CARE MINISTRIES 

The Healthcare Ministry Team will resume blood pressure checks during 

coffee hour following worship on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.  

 

THE LITTLE RED FOOD PANTRY 

This small pantry is a community outreach program sponsored by The 

Mission Team of this church. It is stocked twice weekly with non-

perishable food. Donation requests may change but the need to feed does 

not. 

 

AUGUST is available 

For late summer fun 

With family and friends 

Until school has begun. 

 

Months and seasons change 

And time marches on. 

But hunger stays in many ways. 

It's come; it should be gone. 

 

AUGUST food pantry requests 

Canned Chicken 

CEREAL 

Fruit Cocktail 

Mashed Potato Pouches 

Peanut Butter 

Spaghetti/Spaghetti Sauce 

 

 

 

 

 



AUGUST pantry extras 

(for back-to-school lunches) 

Cracker packs w/Cheese or Peanut Butter 

Fruit Cups 

Single-serve Chips Cookies 

anything suitable 

 

Please leave food donations in the elevator room on one of the shelves 

labeled LITTLE RED FOOD PANTRY. And please check the expiration 

date on each food item before leaving it for the pantry. 

 

For questions, please contact Nancy Kennedy (810)329-3790. 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

There are several Sundays available to host coffee hour. Please be sure 

to check out the sign-up sheet on the back table of the sanctuary. 

  

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Do you have something you would like shared to our social media 

platforms? For any news, events, or stories you’d like to share with our 

community, please reach out to our Social Media Minister Karl Heilman 

in person, message our Facebook page or email him at 

kheilman84@yahoo.com. Let’s continue to spread God’s love together! 

Feel free to like, share, and engage with our content as we strive to 

connect and uplift one another through the power of social media. Check 

out our Facebook page at @First Congregational Church UCC of St. 

Clair and our Instagram page at @firstcong.churchofst.clair. 


