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Some Thoughts from Pastor Alana                   December 1, 2019

     

 Lately, I’ve been thinking about how our Christian calendar is yet another one of 

Christ’s gifts to us. It seems to ebb and flow with activity just the way that life ebbs and 

flows. There are the busy times and there are the quiet times in between. 

 The First Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of our new Christian year. 

According to the Lectionary, the directory of specified readings for each Sunday of the 

church year, we will leave behind Year C and move into Year A of a three-year Scripture 

reading cycle.  

 As we enter Advent, we know we are entering a very busy time in our lives in the 

church and in the history of our Christian faith. We spend those four weeks of Advent 

preparing for the delivery of the Christ Child, reminding ourselves about how Jesus coming 

into the world brings us Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, as we decorate and get ready for the 

big day.  

 The time goes quickly during the month of December. It always does, for the grown-

ups in any case. Shopping, cleaning the house for company, planning meals, wrapping gifts 

all fill our time as the days quickly tick by. All the exuberance and good cheer of the season 

make the days seem to go faster still.  

 In the blink of an eye Christmas will come and go, culminating with Epiphany, the 

time when we celebrate the Magi finally reaching the Holy Child after their long search and 

journey. Some say the Magi wouldn’t have gotten to Jesus until he was a toddler!  

 After these three short seasons on the Christian Calendar we’ll enter ordinary time 

once again. There are two long periods of Ordinary time on our Christian calendar. One 

lasts for weeks after Epiphany Sunday. The other lasts for weeks after Pentecost Sunday.  

 This shows some strategic planning on the part of the earliest Christians. They 

planned a calendar that gives us big events to look forward to and busy times as we 

prepare for them. And then there is a time to rest afterward.  



 As you prepare for Christmas, as you stress out about all there is to do; as you stay 

up till all hours trying to get everything done, remember that a child, our Messiah will come 

to us.  And when that happens, we will know that all is well. All will be well. 

 There will be time to rest, relax and enjoy that another beautiful Christmas has come 

and gone. New memories will have been made. Family connections will be renewed. 

Photographs will be emailed back and forth. And life will slow down again for a while as it 

always does, in the ebb and flow of our faith journey. 

 

Wishing You Hope, Peace, Joy and Love Always, 

Pastor Alana   

 
 
 

                                                    
 

Matthew Pennewell, Mary Beth Bolla, Brian Paret, Jr., Katie Paret, Cal 

Rock, Pearl Ewart, Margaret Loranger, Gary Westbrook (Bonnie 

Landschoot’s brother-in-law).  Also remember Edwin Summers, 

Cameron Coverly, Dakota Hazel, Nathan Distelrath, all who are serving 

in the military, and our elected officials. 
 
 

 

Remember, Newsletter article submission deadline is 

December 20
th. 

 
 



BIBLE STUDY will continue Dec. 4, Dec. 11 
& Dec. 18, as we dive in to an Advent 
Study. 11am-12pm in the Lounge. 
 
 
 

 
“No matter who you are or 

where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here!” 

 
 
 
 

Be the Church gathering is set for the fourth 

Tuesday of every month.  Our next meeting will 

be Tuesday, January 28, 2019, at 7pm.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MALLARD’S LANDING SERVICE takes place the third Thursday of every 
month.  Please join us as we provide a much-
appreciated communion worship service for some 
of the residents.  You will enjoy getting to know 
‘the regulars’ and seeing the members of this 
church who live at Mallard’s, too!  This month’s 
service is on Thursday, December 19, at 9:15am. 

 



 
 

                                              
                         

Cathy Mollan – 2nd 
Courtney Green – 6th 

Donald Whittaker – 8th 
Ryleigh O’Connor – 8th 

Robert Rood – 9th 
Robert Baden – 10th 

Vicki Paret – 11th 
Amanda Craven – 13th 
Kenzie Achatz – 14th 
Adelle Schwan – 15th 
Nancy Kennedy – 17th 
Meagan Robbins – 17th 

Brian Paret – 21st 
Arthur Webster – 22nd 

June Ingles – 31st 

 

 
 

Rene & Kay VandeVoorde – 17th 
Michael & Melissa Malcolm – 18th 

 
 
 



 
    STAFF LISTING… 

   Pastor: 
Reverend Alana 

Kelley 
Organist: 

Denise Gregg 
Vocals: 

Anna Moore 
Bookkeeper: 

Amanda Schweihofer 
Office Administrator: 

Julie Wendt 
Christian Ed Coordinator: 

Doug Bishop 
Nursery Staff: 
Olivia Carlsen 

Custodians: 
Dale & Cindy Frey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A COOKIE EXTRAVAGANZA will take place 
after worship on Sunday, December 15th.  
Everyone is asked to bring in 2 dozen 
cookies, along with the recipe to share, for 
Coffee Hour that Sunday.  If you can, please 
use the sign-up sheet on the back table of 
the sanctuary. 
 
 
 



 
GRIEF AND THE HOLIDAYS 

Grieving the loss of a loved one is a challenge at any 

time, but the holiday season can magnify your sense 

of loss.  Family gatherings and seasonal events can be painful reminders of the 

loss.  At the same time, they can also be comforting rituals where you spend time 

with family and friends, focusing on good memories and trying to recapture your 

sense of joy. 

If you are mourning a loss of a loved one, here are some important things to keep 

in mind. 

• Only do what feels right.  Don’t feel obligated to participate in anything.  It 

is up to you to decide which activities you can handle. 

• Accept your feelings, whatever they may be.  Everyone takes his or her 

own path in grief.  However you feel, accept it without judging yourself or 

others. 

• Call on your family and friends.  Talk about your emotions.  Be honest 

about how you’d like to do things this year.  Take a friend to events for 

support and create an “escape plan” together, in case you need to bow out 

quickly. 

• Plan ahead.  New activities might be easier, but familiar traditions might be 

comforting as well—do what feels best for you. 

• Do something different.  Acknowledge that things have changed.  Plan new 

activities, especially the first year after the loss.  Many families return to 

their usual routines and rituals after the first year, but some enjoy 

incorporating their new experiences permanently. 

• Scale back.  Create realistic expectations for yourself and others, but above 

all, be gentle with yourself. 

• Acknowledge those who have passed on.  It can be helpful to participate in 

a related holiday ritual in his or her memory.  Some ideas:  lighting candles 

for them, talking about them, buying children’s toys or books to donate in 

their name. 

• Don’t abandon healthy habits.  Don’t let the holidays become a free-for-all.  

Overindulgence only adds to your stress and guilt. 



• Skip it.  If you feel that it will be too much for you and you’d like to simply 

opt out of participation in a holiday, let family and friends know.  But plan 

alternative comforting activities for yourself. 

• Seek professional help if you need it.  Despite your best efforts, you may 

find yourself feeling persistently sad or anxious.  If these feelings last for a 

while, talk to your doctor or a mental health professional.                                                                           

Source:  Newsbriefs, November-December 2019 

Our church is hosting an ecumenical Blue Christmas service on Sunday, December 

15, at 7 pm.  I invite you to participate in this meaningful way to acknowledge 

your loss and to find comfort in worshiping with others.   

I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas and New Year celebration!  My family 

(all three children and 7 grandchildren) will be in Costa Rica from December 15 – 

January 7 celebrating not only the holidays, but Deuane and my 50th wedding 

anniversary on January 10!  We will return with wonderful pictures and memories 

to share!  See you next year! 

Your Parish Nurse, 

Mary Ann Martin, RN, BAS, FCN 

 

 

 
OPEN & AFFIRMING INCLUSIVE CHURCH COVENANT 

The members of the First Congregational Church of St. 
Clair, United Church of Christ, declare that we are a fully 
inclusive, open and affirming congregation.  We affirm 

the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and believe that all people are 
children of God.  As such, we welcome to the community of faith all 

people of diverse race, physical and mental abilities, ethnicity, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, marital status, and socio-economic status.  

We covenant to provide to all a safe, loving, nurturing and 
compassionate community. 



 

                         
Sustaining Creation 

48 Steps to Living Sustainably—Actions We Can All Take 

Sustaining Creation 

48 Steps to Living Sustainably—Actions We Can All Take 

Continuing the last phase of living sustainably, “Immersed as a Way of Life”.  This 

isn’t “Toe-Dipping” or “Getting in Deeper”, this is actually living and sustaining the 

habits of people who are fully immersed.  To highlight the Community category, 

there are three steps to consider:  

 43.  Start a neighborhood vegetable garden and/or, even better, start a 

community solar farm. 

  44.  Supremacy of the individual is a mistaken value of our society.  Become 

a voice lifting up the  needs of the community. 

45.  Live your life in such a way as if your kids’ and grandkids’ future 

depends on it because it does.  Be a visible sign of these 48 steps! 

Next month, we’ll look at the three final ways to become immersed by way of 

your Advocacy.  This will complete our review of the Sustaining Creation ministry.  

I hope you were able to pull a few ideas or incentives to be able to live in a 

sustainable way.   

Source:  Rev. Terry Gallagher, revterrygallagher@gmail.com 

To a Greener and Sustainable Future, 

Mary Ann Martin, Parish Nurse 

mailto:revterrygallagher@gmail.com


 

The Alzheimer’s Support Group will meet the 
fourth Thursday of the month at First 
Congregational Church.  All are welcome. Our 
next meeting is set for December 19th at 1pm. 
For further information, please call the church 
(329-4142) or Mary Ann Martin (326-0798). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL… 

Please feel free to contact any member of your 

Church Council with any questions, comments or 

concerns. 

 

Lisa Hughes – Moderator 

Robert Rood – Vice Moderator 

Ken Schultz – Treasurer 

Caroline Schultz – Church Clerk 

Pat O’Connor – Trustee & Finance 

Kathy Rood – Worship & Music 

Marge Guinther - Mission & Ministry 

Penny Malcolm – Christian Education  

 Jody Skonieczny – Member at Large 

Alana Kelley – Pastor 

 

Lisa Hughes, Bob Rood, Kathy Rood & Ken Schultz will be ending their 

term of service in the first part of 2020.  Please consider serving the 

church in this capacity.  Bob Rood has all the details. 

 

 



 
FRIDAY MORNINGS AT 

NEIMAN'S CAFÉ.. 

Every Friday, 10:30 a.m-12:00 p.m. 

You are welcome to stop by for a chat with Pastor 

Alana, enjoy some good coffee, or just appreciate a 

relaxing end to your week! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LADIES LUNCHEON….Our next Ladies Lunch will 

take place in January 2020.  Watch the publications 

for when and where.  Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year, Ladies! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Little Food Pantry needs 

non-perishable donations.  Please 

help support this worthy mission.  

 
 

 

 



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE 

 The Christian education students collected just over $61 

from the blessing of the pet’s noisy change offering. This money 

was donated to SNAP. There is a thank you letter on the bulletin 

board in the hallway. Speaking of the bulletin board, our thankful 

tree is posted and everyone is invited to take a leave from the 

window ledge and write something down they are thankful for and 

add it to the tree. 

 The Christian education students participated in our annual 

pumpkin carving activities. There were several fun Halloween-

themed activities as well as refreshments served during this 

activity. Last Sunday the students made fall crafts in the Sunday 

school classrooms during the potluck lunch.  

 Christmas is around the corner and we are looking for 

talented youth. This year we are going to do something different. 

We are going to highlight all of the talents that our youth have. 

The Sunday school students, with the help of Olivia, are learning 

a few songs on the handbells. The nursery students will 

participate in a short story about the first Christmas as they dress 

in animal and angel costumes. Students (and families) of all ages 

are encouraged to participate highlighting their talent; reading 

scripture, poetry, playing a musical instrument or singing etc.  

 

Doug Bishop & Penny Malcolm 

 
 

 



 

Volunteers make up FCC’s various committees.  If you would like to 
participate in the stewardship of the church, or have any questions or 
concerns about what the committees do, please reach out to the 
committee chairs: 
 
Administration:  David Scheel 
Altar:  Adelle Schwan & Liana Cherni 
Altar Flowers:  Ann Whittaker 
Care Team:  Karen Galvin 
Christian Education:  Penny Malcolm 
Housekeeping:  Kathy Cilluffo 
Inside Maintenance: Don O’Connor 
Memorials:  Caroline Schultz 
Mission & Ministry: Marge Guinther 
Open & Affirming:  Pat O’Connor 
Outside Maintenance:  Randy Kling 
Parish Nurse:  Mary Ann Martin 
Parsonage:  Don Rice 
Pastoral Relations:  Bob Rood, Nancy Rice, Carroll Simmons 
Treasurer:  Ken Schultz 
Ushers:  Tim Galvin 
Worship & Music:  Kathy Rood 
 
 
 
 
 



            

 

 DECEMBER DUTIES 
 
 

 
 

LAY READERS:    USHERS: 
  1 - Karen Galvin             1 – B. Rood / R. Kling 
  8 - Kathy Rood             8 – D. Scheel / D. Kelley  
15 - David Kelley             15 -  P.O’Connor/D.O’Connor 
22 - Mary Ann Martin  22 – D. Rice / T. Galvin 
29 -  Karen Galvin   29 -  K. Schultz / P. Lydy 

 

POWER POINT:   COFFEE HOUR: 
  1 - Kathy Cilluffo     1 -  Parets & Schultz’ 
  8 - Pat O’Connor       8 -  Lezlynne & Bob 

15 - Lisa Hughes   15 -  Cookie Coffee Hour  
22 - David Kelley   22 -  Open 
29 - Doreen Vernier  29 -  Open 
 
DECEMBER 1ST COMMUNION SERVERS:  
Pat O’Connor, Don O’Connor, Ken Schultz, Caroline Schultz 
 

ALTAR DUTIES:  Cathy Light 
 
TRUSTEE:  Don O’Connor 
 
 

 



 

 

 

THE MAKER’S TRIO…will be 

performing their Christmas show at 

Murphy’s Inn on Sunday, December 22nd, 

between 5-7pm.  Everyone is welcome! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The State of the State 

(Michigan Conference United Church of Christ) 

 

I just want to update you on State events in the past few months that I attended 

and let you know what our denomination is up to in Michigan.  In October, 

Deuane and I attended the Annual Meeting as delegates for our church.  I also 

serve on the Board of Directors and also participated in that capacity.  The 

worship experiences were outstanding and very meaningful.  We were blessed to 

have a youth contingent who had previously been active at the National 

Conference in Milwaukee.  We were so impressed with their dedication and 

enthusiasm!  They are the future of our church!  I hope we have some of our own 

young people attend some youth events hosted by the State office in 2020.  They 

have a blast! 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Starsky Wilson and he was unbelievably outstanding.  

He is involved in St. Louis with advocacy work with the Deaconess Foundation and 

is a powerful ally for the young people in our country.  The theme of the State 

conference was How are the Children?  We have a lot of issues addressing justice 

for young people across the world.  Thankfully, we have Our Church’s Wider 

Mission which oversees our contributions to these types of issues on a national 

and local level.  I am very impressed with our leaders both in Cleveland (National) 

and Lansing (State). 

One sad part of the State situation is that our worthy leader, Campbell Lovett, is 

retiring the end of January.  He is such an inspirational leader and he will be sorely 

missed.  We are happy to have hired a Transitional Conference Minister, Dr. Phil 

Hart, who will take the reins on February 1, 2020.  The Board will convene a 

Search Committee to find the permanent Conference Minister and we will keep 

you informed as the process progresses.  Rev. Lovett keeps saying “The best days 

of the Michigan Conference are yet to come.”  I guess we need to trust his 

expertise and remain positive! 



Some of the main concerns of the State Conference are financial in nature.  The 

Michigan churches’ contributions to the Our Church’s Wider Mission have been 

decreasing substantially, nearly 40%.  These are the monies that sustain our 

global and local ministries and are extremely important in doing our work as a 

denomination.  Our congregation has maintained our giving amount for at least 

the past 6 years and I feel it is important we do so.  One example of monies in 

action is a new concept church being developed in Traverse City, which already 

has about 150 members working to make their temporary situation a permanent 

one.  They are proposing making a Community Center where they will worship 

and host community projects which are important in their area.  They also are 

proposing 14 new house builds on the complex, hopefully in conjunction with 

Habitat for Humanity, to help provide affordable housing for working families in 

Traverse City.  What a mission!  How creative and exciting! 

There are many exciting things going on in the United Church of Christ locally, 

statewide, nationally and globally and you should be proud of your part in 

supporting these ministries.  2020 should be a challenging and eventful year for 

all of us! 

 

Deuane &  Mary Ann Martin 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This month’s Community Meal is 
December 17, 4:30pm-6:00pm. 



December 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Advent 

10:00 AM Christian Ed Crafts 

w/ Carol LaVigne  

10:00 AM Communion  

10:00 AM Teens Meet w/ Jill  

11:00 AM Congregational 

Meeting re. Budget  

2 3 
6:30 PM Book 

Club  

4 
9:00 AM 

Trustee's 

Reports Due  

11:00 AM 

Advent Study  

5 
10:00 AM 

Garden Club 

Christmas 

Party  

10:30 AM 

Choir 

Practice  

6 
10:30 AM 

Neiman's Cafe 

Office Hours  

7 
8:00 AM Weight 

Watchers  

10:30 AM Choir 

Practice  

8 
10:00 AM Choir Cantata  

9 10 
4:00 PM 

Trustees 

Meeting  

11 
9:00 AM 

Council 

Reports Due  

11:00 AM 

Advent Study  

12 
11:30 AM 

Caroling 

Rehearsal  

13 
10:00 AM 

Maker's Trio 

Practice  

10:30 AM 

Neiman's Cafe 

Office Hours  

14 
Caroling ?  

8:00 AM Weight 

Watchers  

15 
10:00 AM CE Christmas 

Program  

10:00 AM Cookie Coffee 

Hour  

7:00 PM Ecumenical Blue 

Christmas Service - FCC  

16 17 
9:00 AM 

Harbor Impact 

Day  

4:30 PM 

Community 

Meal  

6:30 PM 

Council 

Meeting  

18 
11:00 AM 

Advent Study  

6:30 PM River 

Friends Meet  

19 
8:30 AM 

Choir Sings 

at Mallards  

9:15 AM 

Mallard's 

Landing 

Service  

1:00 PM 

Alzheimer's 

Support 

Group  

20 
The Channel 

Newsletter 

Deadline  

10:00 AM 

Maker's Trio 

Practice  

10:30 AM 

Neiman's Cafe 

Office Hours  

21 
8:00 AM Weight 

Watchers  

22 
First Day of Winter 

10:00 AM Cheryl Burke - 

Guest ?  

10:00 AM Chime Choir Plays  

10:00 AM Christmas Fund 

Offering Collected  

10:00 AM Ken Madeleine - 

Guest Musician  

11:00 AM Deliver 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets  

5:00 PM Maker's Trio at 

Murphy's  

23 24 
5:00 PM 

Christmas Eve 

Service  

25 
Christmas 

Day 

26 27 28 
8:00 AM Weight 

Watchers  

29 
10:00 AM Hymn Sing Service  

10:00 AM Intergenerational 

Service  

30 31 
New Year's 

Eve  

1 
New Year's 

Day 

9:00 AM 

Trustee's 

Reports Due  

2 
10:00 AM 

Garden Club  

3 
10:30 AM 

Neiman's Cafe 

Office Hours  

4 
8:00 AM Weight 

Watchers  



     

CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET 

MEETING is scheduled for Sunday, 

December 1st, 2019.  Please plan to 

attend this very important meeting. 

                       

 
 

PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS...Nancy Rice, 

Bob Rood, and Carroll Simmons serve on the 

Pastor Parish Relations Team to support Pastor 

Alana in her ministry.  The group meets 

quarterly.  While you are encouraged to speak 

directly to Pastor Alana about concerns you 

have with her, sometimes it's easier to speak 

with a member of the PPR Team.  Those Team 

members are available to hear your concerns 

and will share them with her. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS… Our sanctuary will be 

beautifully decorated for the Christmas season, from 

Advent through Epiphany.  We are planning to use 

poinsettias around the altar area and ask for your 

donations to purchase these poinsettias.  Envelopes 

are available on the back table of the sanctuary in 

which you can place your donation towards 

poinsettias in honor of family members or friends or in memory of a loved 

one.  Please place the envelope in the offering plate or leave it in the box 

next to the church office.  Your gift will be acknowledged in the Christmas 

Eve bulletin and in the January issue of The Channel.  
 



Thank you all for your generosity in giving for our Thanksgiving Food 
Baskets this year.  Now on to Christmas….The Giving Tree is up in the 
Lounge, with gift tags for the 
children in our adopted families.  
There are many opportunities to 
provide gifts for children from 
infancy to teen-agers, so please 
take a look.  As you choose your 
tags, please remember to put your name and phone number on the 
sign-up sheet next to the tree.  These packages (wrapped, no bow) may 
be brought to the library, where there are tables for each of our six 
families.  Any questions, call Cathy Light (329-4875).  Thank you! 
 
 

 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held Tuesday, 
December 24th, at 5pm.  Prepare Ye the Way! 
 
 

 
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE…Sunday, December 15th at First 
Congregational Church UCC.  Despite the 
reputation for good cheer that Christmas has, 
there are many for whom the season is long and 
sad.  Those who have experienced loss may well 
be more blue than bright at this time of year.  
To acknowledge and honor such experience, 
FCC St. Clair, St. Peter’s Lutheran, Holy Family 
Episcopal and First United Methodist are once again hosting a Blue 
Christmas Service.  It will be held at FCC at 7pm on Dec. 15th.  Everyone 
is welcome. 



 
 
“A WINTER ROSE” CANTATA will be performed by 
the FCC Adult Choir on Sunday, December 8th, 
during worship.  You won’t want to miss this 
meaningful musical offering. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Come Support the Christian Education Program as they present their 
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 15th, 10am.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Please continue to keep Mary Beth in your prayers. 

Mary Beth Bolla 

Blue Water Hospice 

2795 Edison Drive #4 

Marysville, MI  48040 


